
VOCABULARY: What’s wrong with our planet?
U

N
IT

 9
: E

N
VI

R
O

N
EM

N
T 

&
 E

C
O

LO
G

Y



Which problem do these pictures describe?
VOCABULARY: Types of Pollution
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Air pollution

Water pollution

Solid pollution
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VOCABULARY: Environmental Problems

Which problems do these pictures describe?
VOCABULARY: Environmental Problems
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Deforestation

Pollution

Animal extinction Drought
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• Air pollution: the presence of toxic chemicals in the air.
• Water pollution: the contamination of rivers, lakes, 

seas and oceans by toxic wastes.
• Solid pollution: the deposition of wastes on the land or 

underground.
• Drought: the absence of rain for a long time.
• Deforestation: the clearcutting of forests by humans.
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• Animal extinction: the extermination of animal species.
• Acid rain: the rainfall from clouds contaminated by air 

pollution.
• Global warming: the increase of the earth's 

temperature because of pollution.
• Loss of biodiversity: losing variety in the number of 

species of plants and animals.
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1. Fumes from factories and cars cause a lot of ________ 
__________, especially in big cities.

2. ________ _______ happens when pollution in the air is 
absorbed by water droplets in clouds.

3. Oil spills cause ________ _________ and kill fish and 
other marine creatures.

4. ________ _________ is the main cause of climate change.  
5. After the fires in Australia, many people have become 

more concerned about ___________ .

Complete with: global warming - deforestation - 
acid rain -  water pollution - air pollution.
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1. Fumes from factories and cars a lot of air pollution, 
especially in big cities.

2. Acid rain happens when pollution in the air is absorbed by 
water droplets in clouds.

3. Oil spills cause water pollution and kill fish and other 
marine creatures.

4. Global warming is the main cause of climate change. 
5. After the fires in Australia, many people have become 

more concerned about deforestation .

VOCABULARY: Environmental Problems
Complete with: global warming - deforestation - 

acid rain -  water pollution - air pollution.
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